X.
THE LEGIONS.
August of 1914.
The outbreak of the greatest war in all history, as
one nation after another entered the conflict until nearly
the whole of Europe was involved, and ultimately Amer-
ica also. The situation was surely more tragic for the
Poles than for any other people. Partitioned among
three great states, the call to arms meant that they
must fight on different sides, must fire on each other,
serving the cause of their masters.
The Central Powers were arrayed against the Allies.
Russia had been in the past the enemy of Poland, but
was now the ally of England, the home of many Polish
exiles, and of France, the traditional friend of Poland
and the asylum for many persecuted Poles. It was per-
haps easier to side with Austria, but that meant to join
with Germany who with iron fist had tried to stamp out
all feeling of Polish nationality. It must have been
difficult enough for the Poles to take sides.
And what of Poland? People recalled a poem of
Mickiewicz asking God not for peace, but for a general
war; for peace meant the success of the Partitioning
Powers and death to the Polish cause; peace meant that
no foreigners were interested in Poland. Now that gen-
eral war had begun, could Poles hope for any results?
If Germany and Austria won, they would between them
make a different Poland at the expense of Eussia. If
the Allies won, they would make a different Poland at the
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